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School Dog Policy/Guidelines

Purpose

Dogs teach children responsibility. Having to remember to feed, provide water and show support
for a dog can give children a sense of importance and satisfaction that they can’t get from school or
other chores. The relationship that develops can be life-changing for a child and a great support
system as they themselves continue to grow and develop.

Dogs teach children patience. Dogs do not always do as they are told first time!

Dogs teach children compassion. Just like humans, dogs feel emotion and pain. They are prone to
injuries and the infirmities of age during their relatively short lives.

Dogs teach children about socialisation. Like most of us, dogs are social animals who enjoy and
need attention and affection. By learning how to interact with a dog, children can learn how to
better socialise with other children.

Dogs are fun. Last, but certainly not least, dogs are a lot of fun. They greet you with a wagging tail
every day and can cheer you up even on your worst day.

Literacy benefits

“Reading to dogs has been proven to help children develop literacy skills and build confidence,
through both the calming effect the dogs' presence has on children and the fact that the dog will
listen to the children read without being judgemental or critical. This comforting environment helps
to nurture children's enthusiasm for reading and provides them with the confidence needed to read
aloud. When dogs are in a room of children trying to read they become less stressed, less self-
conscious and more confident because dogs are non-judgemental. If children are partnered with a
dog to read to, the dog provides comfort, encourages positive social behaviour, enhances self-
esteem, motivates speech and inspires children to have fun and enjoy the experience of reading.” -
Bark & Read — The Kennel Club (https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/barkandread)

“Children who read to dogs are less likely to be embarrassed reading aloud and find the experience
less stressful. Research has proved that children who read to dogs show an increase in reading
levels, word recognition, and a higher desire to read and write.” - School Dog Policy — The White
Horse Federation (https://www.ridgewayschool.com/downloads/default/TWHF-School-Dog-Policy-

V2.pdf)

Behaviour & rewards

“Researchers report that students can identify with animals, and with empathy for the dog, can
better understand how classmates may feel. It was found that violent behaviour in participating
students declined by 55%, and general aggression went down 62%. Behaviour problems occur in
school and these can interfere with learning. Some schools are using dogs to improve behaviour
problems by promoting positive behaviour in students. In a controlled study, students were found to
have fewer disciplinary referrals in schools with a dog than schools without. Students’ behaviour
improved toward teachers, and students also showed more confidence and responsibility.
Additionally, parents reported that children seemed more interested in school as a result of having a
dog at school.”

Hazel Oak School Dog Policy (https://hazel-oak.co.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2018/02/School-Dog-
Policy.pdf)
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Under no circumstances will children have close interaction with the school dog unless the school
has permission from parents/carers. Once permission has been given, no child shall be forced into
interaction with the school dog if this makes them feel unhappy in any way. At all times interaction
with the school dog must be controlled and safe for adults, children and the dog herself. If the
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following guidelines are not followed, interaction with the school dog will be cancelled. At all times
of interaction there must be an authorisea adult who takes th eadi‘rlﬁ'g role when interacting with
the school dog. If children, or visiting adults, do not abide by t l dance given by the authorised

adult, the interaction will be cancelled.
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