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How teachers and support staff provide feedback at Earl 
Soham Primary School 

Reducing written marking means that other kinds of evidence are needed to 

demonstrate how teaching is helping pupils to progress. The school has put together 

a table to show how teachers and other support staff provide feedback to pupils and 

also how the headteacher and governors will monitor and support this.  

How we give feedback: 

Type  What it looks like  Evidence   

Immediate   Takes place during a lesson with individuals, 
groups or the whole class.  

 Includes formative assessment from the teacher 
and/or teaching assistant e.g., whiteboard / book 
work, verbal answers.  

 Often given verbally to pupils for immediate 
actions, and may re-direct the focus of teaching 
or the task.  

 Praises effort and contributions.  

Lesson 
observations; 
learning walks.  

Responsive 
(catch-up)  

 Takes place after the lesson or activity with 
individuals or groups.  

 Addresses knowledge from the lesson or activity 
or missing prior knowledge.  

 Often given verbally with time to rehearse 
knowledge immediately.  

 Usually delivered by a teaching assistant based 
on guidance from the teacher.  

 An element of the child’s responses to catch-up 
are recorded in their books to show progress 
over time.  

Learning walks; 
catch-up 
observations; 
feedback grids; 
book looks.  

Summary  
(feed-forward)  

 Involves reading/looking at the work of all pupils 
at the end of a lesson or unit.  

 Identifies key strengths and misconceptions for 
the class or sub-groups.  

 Takes place during the following lesson.  

 Addresses overarching strengths and 
misconceptions as well as specific 
misconceptions for the sub-groups.  

 Allocates time for editing based on feedback 
given or rehearsal of knowledge.  

 May involve some peer support or support from a 
teaching assistant.  

 May be delivered by the teacher or a teaching 
assistant.  

Planning looks; 
lesson 
observations; 
learning walks; 
book looks.  

 

 



 

At times we will wish to ‘mark’ to the children’s written work. A consistent approach 
to this ensures that children understand what has been highlighted by any adult and 
why. Our agreed marking protocol is as follows. 

Symbol What it means 

____________ Underlined word is spelt wrongly, Children are usually 
expected to try the word again in the margin. 

~~~~~~~~~ Underlined word or phrase is grammatically wrong. Children 
are expected to try again in the margin or on a line 
underneath 

 By L.O. This needs to be revisited- understanding is poor 

VF Verbal Feedback given from an adult- impact should be 
seen as a result 

 by L.O 
L.O. achieved 

 by L.O., 
work or phrase 

Exceeding expectation 

I Independent work- no adult interventions 

S Some adult support given 

P Work on presentation  

 Comments/ examples will be put in the margin 

 Green pen will be used to feedback 

 


